What Federal Standards and Rules Say About Early Education Partnerships
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families (ACF), through both its Head Start and Child Care Bureaus, is supporting and encouraging local early education partnerships. The Head Start Act and the Child Care and Development Fund Final Rule each encourage early education programs to maximize services to children and working parents through community collaborative initiatives.

Reauthorization of the Head Start Act encourages Head Start grantees...
"... to collaborate and participate with other local community providers of child care or preschool services to provide full working day, full calendar year services"

The Head Start Program Performance Standards guidance states...
"By collaborating with child care providers, agencies meet the needs of enrolled families requiring full-day services (or non-traditional child care schedules) or services for siblings and, at the same time, promote continuity of care. In addition, the overall quality of local child care services is enhanced by sharing local resources, training, and knowledge."

The Child Care and Development Fund Final Rule reads...
" Lead Agencies should undertake policies that support and encourage public-private partnerships that promote high quality child care. Linkages with education agencies are crucial to leverage additional services and enhance child development."

and

"The Head Start comprehensive model of health, parent involvement, family support and education, when linked with child care, can provide parents and children with quality comprehensive full day/full year services. Promising models that fund Head Start-eligible children in community-based child care provided in child care centers and homes are emerging across the country. We encourage Lead Agencies to explore and support such efforts."
Source: Website of QUILT (Quality in Linking Together, Early Education Partnerships): http://www.quilt.org
