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NUMBER of CHILD CARE PROGRAMS 

              
The following resources provide an estimate of the number of licensed or regulated child care 
programs in the United States. 
 
The 2004 Child Care Center Licensing Study (February 2004) by the Children’s Foundation 
(CF) and the National Association for Regulatory Administration (NARA) reports that there are 
117,053 regulated child care centers in the 50 States, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. 
Please note that the number of facilities represents only those which are subject to licensure or 
regulation and that large numbers of children are cared for in centers, which may not be required 
to be regulated (i.e., public-school–operated programs, religious affiliated programs, and some 
nursery schools).   
  
The 2004 Family Child Care Licensing Study (August 2004) by the Children’s Foundation (CF) 
and the National Association for Regulatory Administration (NARA) reports that there are 
290,466 regulated family child care homes in the 50 States, District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico. Of that number, 255,732 are family child care homes and 34,734 are group (large) child 
care homes.  Please note that the number of facilities represents only those that are regulated, and 
that many children are cared for in unregulated, legally exempt family child care homes. 
 
The Children’s Foundation is a national nonprofit organization that conducts annual licensing 
studies of child care centers and family child care homes.  Additional information is available on 
the Web at http://www.childrensfoundation.net or by calling 202-347-3300 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCE

 
The National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (NACCRRA) is a  
national membership organization of community child care resource and referral agencies 
(CCR&Rs) in all 50 States. For additional information, contact NACCRRA at 202-393-5501 or 
on the Web at http://www.naccrra.org/. 
 
The National Child Care Information Center does not endorse any organization, publication, or 
resource. 
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